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Flower stitch
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rope Weaving

AD
VA

N
CE

D

1.

2.

26 l   Techniques



right Angle double Layer stitchright Angle double Layer stitch
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Two Thread double Layer stitch

2.

4.

6.

1.

3.

5.

7. 8.

AD
VA

N
CE

D

28 l   Techniques



Wire is a very versatile element, which is easy to apply to all kinds of designs. By working
with loops, charm bracelets, necklaces, rings and earrings can easily be made. The use of
chain-nose and/or round-nose pliers and wire or pins is needed in order to create loops or
spirals.

Wrapped pendant loop
You can use wire for fi xing pendants and also beads.

Pins
When working with pins – either head pins or eye pins – it is the wiring technique that is
used.

Instruction:
steps:
Thread the beads onto the pins.
Make the loop.
Cut off excess head pin material with a side cutter.
Attach the newly formed loop to another loop or any other fi ndings such as earring loops.

Wiring
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Plain headpin loop

Wrapped headpin loop

eyepin
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spiral wiring
You can use wire as a decorative element in the form of spirals.

Wire ornament
You can use loops as ornamentation, but also at the end of memory wire for securing
beads.
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•	 	Use	good	light	conditions;	bright	daylight	is	best.
•	 	Create	a	comfortable	working	environment.
•	 	Be	prepared:	Set	up	required	materials,	eliminate	disruptive	factors,	and	use	boxes	for 

beads.
•	 	Use	a	beading	mat	–	it	provides	a	comfortable	surface	to	work	on,	and	helps	you	avoid 

losing beads and other smaller parts.
•	 	Using	high-quality	instruments	will	help	you	create	beautiful,	durable	jewellery	pieces. 

Always have neatly cut ends.
•	 	Never	cut	wire	with	scissors,	always	with	side	cutters.
•	 	Use	flatnose	pliers	for	straightening	and	flattening	out	metal.
•	 	Prepare	bead	mixes	beforehand,	in	order	to	concentrate	more	on	technique	than	colour 

combination once work is underway – this is especially important for beginners.
•	 	Make	sure	you	have	enough	CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements of each colour

before you start.
•	 	The	size	of	the	elements	used	influences	the	size	of	the	design	piece.	Also	make	sure 

you use the right length of thread for your chosen size.
•	 	For	some	designs	you	might	need	to	thread	through	a	hole	twice.	Make	sure	that	the 

hole is big enough for you to be able to do this.
•	 	If	you	use	instructions,	always	adhere	to	the	correct	bead	size	to	avoid	problems	 

finishing the design piece. However, you can vary colours as you wish.
•	 	To	stabilise	a	beaded	design	piece,	after	knotting	thread	back	through	two	or	more 

beads.
•	 	Beading	a	ring:	If	you	are	beading	a	ring,	try	it	on	several	times	while	you	are	beading 

to get the right size. Make the knots on the upper side of the ring, so that the ends of 
the thread won’t prick your hands and skin.

TiPs & TriCKs
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Which basic materials do I need to start creating simple design pieces?
A starter kit includes the following:

Tools
side cutters
Flat-nose pliers
round-nose pliers
scissors
For intermediate level: crimping pliers

Material
CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements and supplies, such as threads, wires, crimp beads, 
clasps, split rings, jump rings…
The material that is necessary totally depends on your own selection and on the design
piece you want to create.

Do I have to follow a specific sequence when stringing?
There are techniques, which require a certain sequence in order to successfully create
the design piece (e.g. alignment according to sizes or cuts). However, there are other
techniques for which no strict sequence has to be followed. simply follow the steps in the
instruction, which indicate whether a strict order is required or not.

Which types of threads should I use for which designs/techniques?
information concerning the type and thickness of thread is usually provided in the instruc-
tions. For creating your own design, the following information should help:

nylon thread is used for beading fi gurines and rings because it is very flexible compared
to tiger tail. it is also used for stringing and making necklaces or bracelets. in general, 0.25
mm nylon thread is perfect for most CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements, as it also goes
with the smallest 3 and 2 mm beads. For this reason it can be used across a wide range of
designs, as well as for beading patterns.

elastic thread is used mainly for bracelets, but also for necklaces without fasteners. in these
designs elastic knots will secure the beads safely.

FAQs
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Tiger tail, available in different platings to suit any individual design, is used for necklaces,
bracelets, earrings, and designs where visible thread is desirable. The thickness of the
thread depends on your design and the bead sizes used. The colour of the wire should be
chosen to match the colour of the beads when following techniques that interweave the wire-
into the design piece and leave the wire on show. use a nylon-coated wire for design pieces
worn directly against the skin.

if you are working with larger beads or pendants with bigger hole sizes and the piece becomes
heavy, it is advisable to use a thicker thread or to double it up to increase stability
and longevity. generally speaking, the bigger the size of bead, the thicker the diameter of
wire or thread. But also consider that sometimes the thread has to go through beads several
times.

Which types of wires should I use for which designs/techniques?
information concerning the type and thickness of a wire is usually provided in the instructions.
For creating your own design and for different wiring techniques, various wires with
different diameters and platings may be required, depending on the design, the hole sizes
and the technique.

What do I have to do if a crimp bead breaks?
if a crimp bead breaks after crimping, please carefully remove the broken parts of the crimp
bead with the help of a pair of flat-nose pliers.

Please pay special attention when removing the broken crimp bead from a nylon thread or a
nylon-coated thread, as the broken parts can have sharp edges, which may cut through the
threads.

Why does a crimp bead break?
There are different reasons for a crimp beads breaking when using crimping pliers:

The size of the crimp bead does not correspond to the size of the indentation of the crimping
pliers. it is important to ensure the size of the crimping beads corresponds with that of
beads and pliers before purchase.

The incorrect position of a crimp bead in the indentation of the crimping pliers may also
cause the crimp bead to break.
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What are the standard lengths for necklaces?

How many beads do I need for a necklace or a bracelet?
The number of beads needed for a design depends on each individual design and the size
of the chosen beads. The information in the following table provides a useful guideline.

Which thread do I use with which crimp beads or crimp tubes?
You can use crimp beads or tubes on many different threads like tiger tail or nylon thread.
Be careful when using crimp beads on nylon thread, as the sharp edges of the beads may
cut through the thread. For finishing strands, use crimp beads that are big enough to allow
the thread to go through several times. Whether to use crimp beads or tubes depends entirely 
on the look you want to achieve in your individual design piece.

Article Size
Quantity
for a 10 cm 
string

5301 3 mm 40

4 mm 27

6 mm 17

8 mm 13

10 mm 10

Necklace Length
Choker/Collier 40-45 cm

Princess 60-65 cm

sautoir/Queens length 80-100 cm
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CAre
  insTruCTiOns
The following information on how to wear, store and clean your jewellery, will help ensure
the longevity and brilliance of your unique design piece. it will guarantee you long-lasting
pleasure in your treasured items!

Valuable Tips
Always remove your jewellery BeFOre washing hands, swimming or applying body care
products. it should also be taken off before carrying out any sports activities or doing
household chores.

remember to reserve your jewellery as a finishing touch, AFTer using applying body care
products like perfume, beauty cream, make up or hair spray.

Try to protect all jewellery from sharp blows, harsh chemicals found in household cleaning
materials, sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Chlorine and related chemicals can severely discolour and damage jewellery as well as
loosen stones and settings.

ensure your jewellery does not come into prolonged contact with matches, rubber bands
or any materials that contain sulphur, as well as abrasive soaps, chemicals, perfumes, hair
sprays and/or dyes.

storage
Proper care and storage of your loose CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements and finished
design pieces will help maintain its quality and lustre.

Please preserve your jewellery in its original padded box or in a velvet pouch. Proper care
and storage of your jewellery as well as occasional polishing with a soft cloth will help maintain 
its lustre and beauty over time.

Please make sure that your jewellery is stored away from intense heat and light.

After cleaning your jewellery, please make sure it is completely dry before being stored.
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silver jewellery that is prone to tarnish is best stored in an airtight container. (Any moisture
will cause the tarnishing process to begin.) A zip-lock bag with anti-tarnish paper is also
highly recommended. 

general Cleaning of CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements
Occasional polishing with a soft lint-free cloth will help you to retain the original sheen of  
the crystal elements. if CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements are soiled, they should be 
cleaned by hand in lukewarm water with afew drops of mild dish detergent or soap with  
a ph neutral base. Then rinse the CrYsTALLiZed™ – Swarovski Elements under running 
water and afterwards dry them with a soft, lint-free cloth to avoid spotting and lint spoiling  
the shine. ALWAYs dry your jewellery immediately after cleaning and store it in a dry, cool  
place until ready to wear to avoid tarnishing. under no circumstances should any abrasive  
or	corrosive	detergents	be	used;	glass	and	window-cleaning	fluids	and	chlorine	should	also	 
be avoided, as they often cause streaking.

CRYSTALLIZED™ Pearls
Pearls should only cleaned with a soft damp cloth or mild soap, after which you should let
the pearls dry immediately. never clean the pearls with solvents like acetone (in nail polish
remover) or alcohol (in perfumes, etc). Pearls should also nOT be cleaned with a jewellery
cleaner or in a jewellery-cleaning machine. The harsh cleanser can wear away the pearl
coating.

do’s & don’ts
don’t allow jewellery to come in prolonged contact with matches, rubber bands or anything
that contains sulphur.
don’t allow jewellery to come in contact with abrasive soaps, chemicals, perfumes, hair
sprays and/or dyes.
don’t rub silver jewellery with abrasive cloths and/or cleansers. silver scratches easily.
don’t expose your jewellery to prolonged periods of extreme temperatures or intense sunlight.
(i.e. window sills, car dashboards)
don’t store jewellery near a heat source.
do use a soft jewellery polishing cloth to prevent tarnish build-up.
do remove jewellery before swimming in the ocean and/or a chlorinated pool. (Chlorine may
cause discoloration to silver. it will also cause damage to many gemstones and other natural
products and may cause them to become loose in their settings.)
do remove jewellery before using cleaning materials.
do remove jewellery before engaging in exercise and/or sports to prevent scratching, denting
or loss of gemstones.
do remove jewellery before going to bed to avoid twisting, knotting and/or breakage.
do remove jewellery when doing cleaning and/or gardening.
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More details and animated demonstrations of the different techniques can be found at  
WWW.CreATe-YOur-sTYLe.COM

Beading
By criss-crossing one or 
more times through beads 
strung on a thread, various 
2-d and 3-d beading pat-
terns can be created. Also, 
Pearls or Pendants may be 
used to achieve marvellous 
design variations.

g luing
gluing CrYsTALLiZed™  
elements adds a sparkle to a 
wide range of materials such 
as metal, wood, plastic, cork, 
etc. Flat Backs no Hotfix and 
CrYsTALLiZed™ elements 
with a flat back side are 
especially appropriate for 
gluing. 

Weaving
All CrYsTALLiZed™ 
elements with one or more 
holes can be used for vari-
ous weaving techniques and 
for various thread materials. 
There are no limits to the 
creativity and complexity of 
the weaving pattern.

Clay modelling
This technique is based 
on the usage of various 
clay materials (e.g. polymer 
clay, metal clay) into which 
CrYsTALLiZed™ elements 
such as round stones, Flat 
Backs no Hotfix and Fancy 
stones can be integrated.

ironing
CrYsTALLiZed™ offers Flat 
Backs and Transfers with 
special Hotfix glue on the 
backside of the crystals to 
apply them quickly and easily 
by using heat – for example 
an iron without steam holes.

Wiring
Many CrYsTALLiZed™ 
elements can be wired. 
Beads, Crystal Pearls and 
Pendants are flexible enough 
to be used with various 
diameters and coatings.

Cro Cheting
different CrYsTALLiZed™ 
elements such as Beads, 
Crystal Pearls and Pendants 
can be used for this tech-
nique. They are strung on a 
thread, which can then be 
used in a lot of crocheting 
 patterns with a crochet hook.

Setting
CrYsTALLiZed™ elements – 
preferably round stones 
and Fancy stones – can 
be conveniently positioned 
in settings made of various 
materials such as metal 
or plastic, with or without 
prongs.

Stringing
Beads, Pearls, Pendants 
and all other drilled crystal 
elements can simply be 
strung onto threads of vari-
ous sizes and kinds. endless 
variations of sequence and 
colour range offer unlim-
ited possibilties for easy-to 
achieve designs.

knitting
When strung on a yarn, drilled 
CrYsTALLiZed™ elements 
(i.e. Beads, Pearls and 
Pendants) can be incorpo-
rated into any basic knitting 
pattern CrYsTALLiZed™ 
elements will enhance the 
different textures that can 
be achieved through the use 
of various yarns and knitting 
needles. 

deCorating paper
For the embellishment of 
paper and a temporary 
application on a lot of other 
surfaces, CrYsTALLiZed™  

– Swarovski Elements has
developed Crystal-it. its 
special adhesive allows 
for quick and easy application 
on materials ranging from 
paper to wood, ceramic 
and glass. k notting

Various kinds of knots are suit-
able for fastening or securing 
ropes, strings or even chains, 
from linear or flat knots to 
three-dimensional varieties. 
Complex knotting systems are 
known as macramé.

SeWing
A wide range of 
CrYsTALLiZed™ elements  
can be sewn onto different 
materials. depending on the 
material, sewing can either 
be done by hand or a stand-
ard sewing machine.

Beading Gluing Weaving

Clay
Modelling Ironing Wiring

Crocheting Setting Stringing

Knitting
Decorating

Paper

Knotting

Sewing

TeCHniQues
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APPLiCATiOn
  MATrix

Beading Clay 
Modelling

Crocheting Decorating 
Paper

Gluing Ironing Setting Sewing Knotting Weaving Wiring Stringing Knitting

Beads • • • • • • • • • •
Crystal Pearls • • • • • • • • • •
Pendants • • • • • • • • • •
Flat Backs No Hotfix • • • •
Flat Backs Hotfix & 
Transfers •

Fancy stones • • • • • • • • •
Round stones • • • • •
sew-on stones &  
Lochrosen • • • • • • • • • •

Buttons & Fasteners • • • • • • • • • • •
Plastic Trimmings • • • • • • •
Metal Trimmings • • • • • • • • • •
Cupchains & Findings • • • • • • • • •
Zippers • •
Crystal-it •
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www.create-your-style.com

Drop by your nearest CREATE YOUR STYLE store.




